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Museum Trip #2
Museum Name: The Museum of Western Art
Location: Kerrville, Texas
Mailing Address: P.O Box 294300, Kerrville, TX 78029-4300
Tel: +1 830-896-2553
We conducted the second museum trip in The Museum of Western Art. The museum is situated in Kerrville, Texas, about 10 minutes drive from San Antonio. The museum offers a great opportunity for people to refresh the Western Heritage. I, alongside my two friends, visited the facility to relive through western history; Silverman believes this is the essence of a museum (Silverman, 2002). The museum has a vast collection of artifacts, paintings and sculptures related to the history of the U.S. In addition, as part of their collection, the museum posses a research library that has 12000 periodicals and volumes that contain information about Western history, cattle drives, railroads. Also, the museum offers the history of the artists whose work of art is at the museum. The artworks present in the museum include works from the following artists: Fred fellows, Wayne Baize, Oreland Joe, and many others. This paper reflects on my experience in the visit and what I found most striking. 
Starting by the Museum itself, it represents an incredible work of art, with its architectural design reflecting the Western artwork. Designed by O'Neil Ford, a popular Texas architect, the building consists of heavy timbers and rough sustaining walls of stacked limestone. The view of the outside of the building is an exemplification of a hacienda. Walking inside, we were met with bovedas, unique artworks that are hard to see in the present times. 
I usually have a biased perception of the cowboys. In my view,  I find cowboys loving rough situations, such as cattle rustling and other activities that could draw clashes. However, my perceptions are mostly driven by movies and early magazines. This perception was cemented after I made this trip to the museum. I focused on the artworks of Frederic Remingtons, and here I will share my views on the two I found most striking. One of the artworks that struck me was Frederic Remington's The Bronco Buster. The history of the artwork dates back in 1895. Western art is famous for the cowboy life. Remington's artwork is a reflection of life on the Western frontier. The artwork depicts a cowboy who is taming a horse that has gone wild. The antagonism between the rider and the horse is an interesting one because as the horse and the cowboy struggle against each other, they tend to be pulled to each other at the point of utmost exertion. When the bronco rears up and the splayed tail snapping, the rider bends forward with his whip leaning in the midair, clutching the reins and the horse's mane. This is a spirited depiction of the life in the West in the early 20th century.
Another great painting I found crucial was Remington's A Dash for the Timber. It is pretty easy to see how Remington viewed life in the West. The painting depicts airborne horses and riders in a kind of a clash. The cowboys who are the riders have riffles and seem to be shooting at a far distant people.  The painting was commissioned by C. Converse, a New York industrialist who was in dire need of a life-threatening situation artwork. The painting dated back to 1889 and was motivated by a photographer Eadweard Muybridge, who could take fast photographs even to take an airborne horse. The horses are running very fast, with straining muscles and flaring nostrils. Riders are suspended in midair with a cloud of dust following them. There is one empty –saddled horse, which I believe, the rider was lost in the clash for the dash of fibre. The most interesting thing is the size of the timber, they look too thin, and I just wonder about the protection it can offer. Similar to The Bronco Buster, Remington is able to present a sense of action in A Dash for the Timber. The works of Remington epitomizes Western history, and by visiting the museum, one can only feel like he/she existed in that time of history. 
The Museum of Western Art holds both historical and present artworks to preserve to educate visitors about the western culture as well as maintain it. The museum is a perfect site for the people around Texas and the U.S in general who are interested in learning the Western cowboy life. Although there were many artworks, I focused on Remington's work of arts-based on my preference for the Western cowboy culture. The artist who existed from the late 19th century had a unique view of the cowboy life, suiting precisely to what I believe. I need to make more visits in the museum to study more about the culture of western history. Therefore, I can describe my trip to the Museum of Western Art as impressive because I have now a clear vision of how life was like in the late 19th to the early 20th centuries.
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